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October 5, 2014 

Northwest Health Foundation 
221 NW Second Ave, Suite 300 
Portland, OR 97209 
 
Dear Northwest Health Foundation, 
 
On behalf of Casa Latinos Unidos de Benton County (CLUBC), we are writing to 
express our strong support for Linn Benton Lincoln Early Learning Hub’s 
Family/Community Engagement Organizing Grant application to Northwest Health 
Foundation’s Healthy Beginning+ Healthy Communities Initiative. 
 
CLUBC is a non-profit, grassroots organization whose mission is to “facilitate the 
integration of Latinos into the broader community by promoting the well-being of 
Latino families, by providing opportunities for leadership and capacity building, by 
supporting and advancing their equal rights and equal access, and by creating a 
climate of tolerance and cross-cultural understanding.”  Our mission, combined with 
our established history of trust and established relationships with local Latino 
families, well positions us to contribute to the project’s needs assessment and 
capacity building activities.  
 
Latinos at the local, state, and national levels experience major disparities in 
educational attainment.  In 2012, CLUBC coordinated with the Corvallis School 
District to conduct an assessment entitled Improving Educational Equity for Latinos: 
A formative evaluation among parents, students, and educators in the Corvallis 
School District.  The report has resulted in a better understanding of educational 
expectations, experiences, and future directions among Latino parents, students, and 
educators in Corvallis.  
 
Over the last five years, CLUBC, Benton and Linn County Health Departments and 
Health Equity Alliance (HEA) have actively collaborated to plan and implement 
outreach and other community mobilization strategies that improve health and other 
social and education outcomes for Latino children and families in our region.   
 
CLUBC is committed to participating in the Linn Benton Lincoln Early Learning 
Hub’s Parent-Family Engagement Organizing grant in the following ways: 
1. Participate in the Family/Community Engagement Leadership Team to raise 
awareness of educational and other health disparities and support project needs 
assessment activities; 
2. Strengthen and increase the engagement, participation, leadership and 
decision-making role of underserved, underrepresented and impacted 
Hispanic/Latino communities in the project;  
3. Provide leadership and support to engage Latino community members across 
the project area. 



4. Expand implementation of culturally tailored strategies that address the unique social, cultural, 
economic, and environmental experiences of local Hispanic/Latino families. 

 
We are committed to supporting all grant related activities and look forward to continuing our 
collaborative efforts to reduce health disparities among low-income, minority, rural and other 
underserved communities in our region.  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Elena Chavarría 
Director 
Casa Latinos Unidos de Benton County 
 













 

 
 

 
October 8, 2014  
 
Northwest Health Foundation 
Healthy Beginning Healthy Communities 
221 NW Second Ave, Suite 300 
Portland, OR 97209 
 
Dear Northwest Health Foundation: 
 
Benton Linn Health Equity Alliance - ¡Alianza Igualdad! believes that health begins where we live, learn, work, 
and play.  Together we are working to ensure a future in which healthy opportunities are possible for everyone 
in our communities.   
 
Linn Benton Lincoln (LBL) Early Learning Hub’s proposed family/community engagement planning initiative 
well aligns with our mission and strategic efforts, including a focus on improving educational outcomes for 
rural, low-income, and culturally and linguistically diverse populations.   
 
Education is a major social determinant of health and we are committed to fostering strategic partnerships that 
move this collective work forward in our region.  In particular, Health Equity Alliance will support the project’s 
efforts to raise awareness of health and educational disparities, racism, and other barriers to health 
improvement and educational attainment.   
 
Health Equity Alliance regularly provides training and education to the community on various topics related to 
leadership development and civic engagement, and funds local grassroots community agencies to build their 
capacity to participate in meaningful ways in public process. 
 
Partnering with LBL Hub can strengthen our collective efforts to expand leadership and decision-making role of 
underserved, underrepresented families and communities in the region.  As a stakeholder in ensuring healthy 
communities in our region, we support the vision of Healthy Beginnings + Healthy Communities and support 
the LBL Hub’s family/community engagement planning initiative.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Karen Levy Keon 
Health Equity Alliance Coordinator









University Outreach and Engagement 
West Central Region (Benton, Linn, Marion, Polk, Yamhill Counties) 

Oregon State University, 182 SW Academy, Room 102, PO Box 640, Dallas, Oregon 97338 

T 503-623-8395 | F 503-831-3059 | http://outreach.oregonstate.edu/ 
 
 

Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Family and Community Health, 4-H Youth, Forestry & Natural Resources, and Extension Sea 
Grant programs. Oregon State University, United States Department of Agriculture, and Oregon counties cooperating. The Extension 
Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 

October 6, 2014  
 
Northwest Health Foundation 
Healthy Beginning Healthy Communities 
221 NW Second Ave, Suite 300 
Portland, OR 97209 
 
Dear Northwest Health Foundation, 
 
On behalf of Oregon State University (OSU) Extension Service, we are writing to express 
our strong support for Linn Benton Lincoln Early Learning Hub’s application to 
Northwest Health Foundation’s Healthy Beginnings + Healthy Communities Initiative.  
 
OSU Extension’s vision of “demonstrably improving and enriching the life of each 
resident” combined with our established history of coordinating and mobilizing resources 
on behalf of low-income, minority communities closely align with the proposed planning 
project’s goals and well positions us to serve as key partners in this important initiative.  
 
OSU Extension’s Nutrition Education and 4-H Programs have a long history of 
partnering with Benton and Linn County Health Departments to identify and address 
health disparities among low-income Latinos and migrant and seasonal farm workers in 
the region.  Collaborative work has addressed food insecurity issues through joint 
outreach and assessment activities, co-facilitating Platos Saludable, healthy and 
nutritious meal planning workshops; and collaborating to plan and implement Escuelita 
de Fútbol, a childhood obesity prevention project at Lincoln Elementary School that is 
improving access to recreational opportunities and healthy, nutritious food for low-
income and minority children in South Corvallis.   
 
OSU Extension’s Poder Comunitario/Familias Activas is closely modeled on Benton 
County’s Voceros de Salud initiative, and is one of the first efforts of its kind in Linn 
County to engage and mobilize grassroots Latino parent and community leaders to 
participate in health policy and advocacy activities.  Subsequent funding through Linn-
Benton Health Equity Alliance has strengthened and expanded this project, including 
engagement and capacity building of the Albany Welcome Center, a community resource 
center funded by the Albany School District, to help low-income Latino families navigate 
the education system.   
 
We are committed to supporting the important family and community engagement 
planning activities proposed in this grant application and look forward to strengthening 
our partnership with the LBL Early Learning Hub and continuing our collaborative 



 

 

efforts to reduce health and other disparities among low-income, minority, rural and other 
underserved communities in the region.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Derek Godwin  
West Central Regional Administrator  
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HB+ HC Parents as Leaders 
Discussion/Focus Groups Questions 

 
DRAFT – FOR DISCUSSION INTERNAL PLANNING TEAM – 3/16/15 

 
HB +HC Parent Engagement Key Outcomes:  
   
1. Identifying key areas for critical input, engagement and leadership development among 

diverse parent/family communities in the region; 
 

2. Improving understanding of the needs, strengths and opportunities for better engaging 
diverse parent/family communities in EL Hub planning and implementation activities; and 

 
3. Developing common language, goals, and outcomes related to family/community 

engagement aligned with the EL Hub Strategic Plan. 
 
Target Populations: 
 
• Parents and families most impacted by educational and health disparities. 

 
• Rural, immigrant and refugee, Latino/Hispanic, Tribal, low-income families, and families 

with children with mental health or developmental/intellectual disabilities. 
 

• Families that are under-served in early childhood care and education programs. 
 

• Parents that could help identify effective practices and policies that ensure access to 
culturally appropriate, quality programs that meet their needs. 

 
PARENT LEADERSHIP/EMPOWERMENT QUESTIONS: 
 
1. Do you consider XXX County a good place to live? Do you think XXX County is/has 

become a good place to live for [Latino, rural, special need] families in generalyour family? 
 

2. What strengths/assets do you think the [Latinos, rural, special needs] families/community 
brings to the table? (i.e. social, cultural, economic, etc.) 
 

3. Are you aware of existing resources that benefit the [Latino, rural, special needs] 
community in your community?  
 

4. Do you think these resources are known by [Latino, rural, special needs] community 
members? If not, what should be done to make them more visible/accessible to your 
community? 
 

5. What are the most pressing needs/challenges that your family facesof the [Latino, rural, 
special needs] in [local] community today? (i.e. transportation, education, housing, health, 
employment, language, etc.)  
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6. Have you seen [Latino, rural, special needs] parents/families involved in any 
volunteering/leadership efforts in your community? What has been your experience? 
 

7. Do you think there are opportunities for [Latino, rural, special needs] parents to develop 
themselves, their skills, etc. in their communities? 
 

8. What kinds of opportunities would support would you need toin becomeing more involved in 
your community (i.e. preschool, church, school, etc.) 

 
SERVICES AND RESOURCES QUESTIONS: 
 
1. As a parent, what services and resources are important to you to help young children ages 

5 or younger learn and develop well? (i.e. child care, preschool, health insurance, child 
development screenings, parent education, recreation, etc.) 
 

2. What makes it easy or hard to find/ or use these services and resources?  What makes it 
easy (facilitates) to find/use these services and resources?Where did you get this 
information?  What information was difficult to get and why? 
 

3. Where and to whom do you turn if you are worried or have questions about how your child 
is developing or have a problem with your child? 
  

4. When you want information about resources, activities, and events available in the 
community to families, where do you go or whom do you ask? 
 

5. Have you enrolled your child in a child care or a preschool program? If not, why?  If so, 
what information was important to you when choosing child care?  What do you like most 
about your child care? What do you not like about it? 
 

6. Have you ever used the Internet when you wanted to find out more about a topic? If so, 
what types of information would you want on a website that has information on a wide 
range of topics about children’s early learning and development? 
 

7. Are there any other things we haven’t discussed today, as a parent/caregiver, you would 
like the Linn-Benton-Lincoln Early Learning Hub to know about? 

 
 
Resources Consulted: 
 
Parent Voices; A Closer Look, Washington State Department of Early Learning, 2008. 
 
Community Needs and Assets Assessment: Casa Latinos Unidos de Benton County, 2010-11. 
 
Participatory Asset Mapping, A Community Research Lab Toolkit, Advancement Project 
Healthy City, 2012. 
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