
Madison Ave. Collective Naming Exploration: LBL Early Learning Hub	
   Page 1 of 4	
  

 

 

 
 
Naming Exploration 
Jeff Jimerson 

March 4, 2015 

 

Question: Is “LBL Early Learning Hub” the name we should use? 

As part of our branding and identity discovery process we have spent some time researching and 

brainstorming possible alternatives to a name for the program currently known as “Linn-Benton-Lincoln Early 

Learning Hub.” Taking into consideration input that has been received from members of the Identity Work 

Group and other program partners, this document outlines our findings and recommendations for the board 

to consider.  

What we like about the current name:  

1. It’s geographically clear — there’s no confusion with other sister programs throughout the state 

2. The words “Early Learning” are positive and descriptive 

Challenges with the current name: 

1. It’s long, and doesn’t lend itself to an easy-to-say (or remember) acronym 

2. The word “Hub” — which implies a single source of information/resources that connects to many 

isolated spokes — may not be the most accurate way of describing how the program will function 

3. It isn’t very unique or memorable 
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Goals for the selected program name: 

1. It should be descriptive and easy to understand  

2. It should be distinct from other state and local programs 

3. It should be memorable 

 
Other organization names 

Here are some of the names chosen by the other regional Hubs: 

o Early Learning Hub, Inc. (Marion county) 

o Yamhill Early Learning Hub 

o Frontier Oregon Services Hub (Harney and Grant counties, and the Burns Paiute Tribe) 

o South-Central Oregon Early Learning Hub 

o Lane Early Learning Alliance  

o Early Learning Multnomah 

And here are some names of related organizations and associations:  

o Oregon Early Learning, which is governed by the Early Learning Council 

o Parenting Success Network 

o Oregon Parenting Education Collaborative Hubs 

o LaneKids, Lane County’s Parenting Education Hub 

o Samaritan Early Learning Center (a child care center in Lincoln City) 
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The meanings of words 

Here are a few words that potentially could be used in the organization’s name. (Words and phrases that 

seem particularly relevant have been underlined.)  

 
Definition Synonyms 

Hub the effective center of an activity, 
region, or network 

nerve center, core, focus, heart, 
middle, pivot, pole 

Network a group or system of 
interconnected people or things 

chain, grid, net, organization, 
structure, system 

Alliance a union or association formed for 
mutual benefit, especially 
between countries or 
organizations 

accord, affiliation, coalition, 
collaboration, combination, 
compact, confederacy, 
connection, cooperation 

Central of the greatest importance; 
principal or essential; a place 
with a high concentration of a 
specified type of person or thing 

basic, essential, fundamental, 
important, key, paramount, pivotal 

Essential absolutely necessary; extremely 
important 

crucial, fundamental, imperative, 
indispensable, main, necessary, 
needed, leading 

Learning the acquisition of knowledge or 
skills through experience, study, 
or by being taught 

information, training, study, 
schooling, knowledge, education, 
wisdom 

Early happening, belonging to, or 
done near the beginning of a 
particular time or period 

fresh, initial, new, recent, budding, 
preceding, young, start 

Education the process of receiving or 
giving systematic instruction; an 
enlightening experience 

teaching, schooling, tutoring, 
instruction, coaching, training, 
tutelage, guidance 

Kids a child or young person child, youngster, youth, chick, cub 
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Recommendations 

Considering the definitions and synonyms above, and the regions in which the organization will operate, 

here are a dozen names to consider. All website domain names shown are available as of March 4.  

1. Linn-Benton-Lincoln Early Learning Hub (LBL Early Learning Hub) — lblhub.com 

2. LBL Early Learning Network (ELN) — earlylearningnetwork.com ($677) 

3. LBL Early Learning Alliance (ELA) — earlylearningalliance.com 

4. Early Learning Central (ELC)  — earlylearningcentral.org 

5. Early Learning Connect (ELC)  — earlylearningconnect.org 

6. Essential Early Learning (EEL) — essentialearlylearning.com 

7. Early Learning BELL (serving Benton, Lincoln, and Linn counties) — earlylearningbell.com 

8. KidsFirst Early Learning Alliance — kidsfirstalliance.com 

9. YoungStart Alliance (YSA) — youngstartalliance.com 

10. KidStart Alliance (KSA) — kidstartalliance.com 

11. KidStart Early Learning Hub — kidstarthub.com 

12. GoodStart Early Learning Hub — goodstarthub.com 

Along with determining the organization’s formal name, it’s also important to anticipate how it will be 

referred to, both internally and externally, in everyday conversation.  

For example, GoodStart Early Learning Hub would likely be shortened to “the GoodStart Hub” or simply 

“GoodStart”. In conversation this might sound like: Jane, can you add this event to GoodStart’s website 

calendar? Or: Parenting Success Network is collaborating with other organizations in the GoodStart Hub. 

 


